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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to amendment received on Nov. 21, 2006. Claims 1-4 
were canceled. Claims 5-8 were amended. Claims 5-8 are pending examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) as being anticipated by Koreeda 
et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,781 ,731 (referred to hereafter as Koreeda). 

As to claim 5, Koreeda teaches a hierarchically-structured personal agent system 
within a computer system, the personal agent system comprising: 

a personal assistant sub-system having a plurality of personal assistants, each 
one of said personal assistants being arranged to perform tasks for one different user in 
a plurality of users (see col. 7 lines 49-col. 8 lines 12, plurality of agents associated with 
each user); 

at least one service agent sub-system comprising a plurality of personal service 
agents, each one of said personal service agents being arranged for carrying out a 
specific sub-task for an associated one of said personal assistants and for only the 
associated one of said users who is served by said associated one personal assistant 
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(see col. 7 lines 49-col. 8 lines 12, plurality of agents wherein each is performs different 
functionality such as conference sponsor, scheduling and appointments); and 

a coordinating sub-system comprising at least one coordination processor for 
mutual coordination of actions of said personal service agents for different ones of users 
(see col. 8 lines 22-41, organization agent coordinates the different agents with each 
other); 

wherein, in order to restrict flow of user information within the personal agent 
system, said one user only communicates with said one of the personal assistants, the 
personal assistants for different ones of the users communicate through their 
corresponding ones of the personakservice agents, and the personal service agents 
associated with all of the personal assistants communicate amongst themselves 
through the coordinating subsystem (see col. 8 lines 22-41, organization agent 
coordinates the different agents with each other). 

As to claim 6, Koreeda teaches the personal agent system according to claim 5 
further comprising a central control unit having addresses of said personal assistants, 
said personal service agents and the processing part and arranged for connecting each 
one of the users to his own corresponding one of the personal assistants (see col. 9 
lines 1-65). 

As to claim 7, Koreeda teaches the personal agent system according to claim 5 
wherein said one personal assistant comprises means for adjusting said one personal 
assistant to behavior of said one user (see col. 8 lines 35-45 and col. 1 1 lines 22-45). 
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As to claim 8, Koreeda teaches the personal agent system according to claim 5 
wherein, each one of the personal service agent comprises means for adjusting said 
one personal service agent to behavior of said one user (see col. 8 lines 35-45 and col. 
11 lines 22-45). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but are moot in view of the 
new grounds of rejection. 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hussein A. El-chanti whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3999. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated "information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
Hussein Elchanti 
Jan. 29, 2007 
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